March 23, 2026

SENT VIA E-MAIL

Director Susewind:

We are writing to express our strong support for using increased federal Fiscal Year 2026 Mitchell
Act funding to avoid the closure of the Skamania Hatchery on the Washougal River. Closing the
Skamania Hatchery would come at a significant cost to the agency, conflicts with past
commitments made by WDFW, and ignores the strong Congressional and stakeholder support
that exists for this modern, well-maintained hatchery.

As you know, the Skamania Hatchery primarily produces winter steelhead, the iconic “Skamania”
stock of summer steelhead and rainbow trout which support recreational fishing opportunities
throughout southwest Washington. Winter steelhead are a critical component for the sportfishing
industry and customers, providing opportunities to fish between late fall chinook and spring
chinook fisheries. The hatchery enjoys an ideal water supply and has benefitted from capital and
maintenance investments in recent years.

Stagnant Mitchell Act funding levels led WDFW to identify the Skamania Hatchery for closure
when the legislature did not fund the agency’s 2025 budget request to supplement inadequate
Mitchell Act funding. Fortunately, the recent funding bill passed by the U.S. Congress increases
Mitchell Act funding by $4 million. We understand that WDFW should receive about $1.5 million of
this increase.

Utilizing some of these funds to save the Skamania Hatchery is consistent with input you have
received from the local Congresswoman, who serves on the House Appropriations Committee
and helped secure this increase. It also makes good fiscal sense as permanently closing the
hatchery would cost an estimated $8 million — far more than the funding needed to continue
operating the facility.

We understand that it currently costs WDFW about $218,000 annually to keep the Skamania
hatchery in “caretaker status” and that it would only require an additional $449,000 annually to
restore the recent hatchery production levels to the facility. This is a very modest investment to
benefit local economies in southwest Washington, show WDFW’s commitment to recreational
fisheries, and deliver on past commitments to maintain hatchery steelhead production in
southwest Washington.

We urge you to prioritize this modest level of funding from the federal Mitchell Act increases to
maintain production at the Skamania Hatchery.

Sincerely,

Addicted Fishing

CCA Washington

Ducks Unlimited

Northwest Sportfishing Industry Association
Northwest Steelheaders, Columbia River chapter



